
 
 

07 July 2010 
  
  
Dear Board Members: 
  

I want to thank each and every one of you for your due diligence and superb 

participation in the WAO Board Retreat and Meeting at the EAACI Congress in London.  

A variety of different ideas were discussed and proposed and now have to be prioritized 

and instituted.  In addition, many ideas also originated from the Committee and Council 

meetings, some of which you chair.   

 
Some of the ideas discussed at the retreat include a WAO Industrial Leadership 

Council, which will consist of the WAO Board members as well industry members.  Its 

purpose will be to advise WAO as to how it can best collaborate with industry to carry 

forward with our mission, i.e., to promote excellence in allergy, asthma and clinical 

immunology as well as in research, teaching and patient care.  Other ideas include 

developing a World Allergy Organization Foundation, the interest income of which 

would ultimately fund educational programs, instituting a process by which WAO puts 

aside money for a “rainy day”; setting up criteria for WAO Centers of Excellence in 

training and research, a WAO Junior Group Initiative, and developing theme-based 

sessions at the WAO Congress 2011 at Cancun on the bio-diversity hypothesis and 

inducing tolerance to better prevent and treat allergic diseases.  Some of the other good 

ideas that came up include recognizing presidents and other officers of various Regional 

and Member societies at the WAO Congress 2011 at Cancun, giving awards for the best 

posters and oral communications, expanding the emerging societies program, 

publicizing and publishing pocket guides for the WAO SLIT, anaphylaxis and other 

statements, as well as establishing programs for primary care physicians to help educate 

them about various allergic diseases.   

 
The Executive Committee also met with various members of industry while in 

London and was successful in generating additional funds for educational endeavors.  

These funds will necessitate additional staff at the executive offices at WAO in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, a subject to be discussed at a subsequent Board conference call. 

 
I want to remind each and every one of you that we have to continue to 

collaborate and cooperate with our regional and member societies, especially in 

publishing position papers.  Cooperation and collaboration with our major member 

societies is absolutely essential if we are going to move forward with a universal voice.   



Finally, I remind you to log into the WAO webpage Board Center 

http://www.worldallergy.org/board/ for ongoing information posted on a regular basis 

and to practice in getting familiar with Basecamp 

https://worldallergy.basecamphq.com/login. 

 
Once again, I thank you for your assistance in making the WAO Board Meeting in 

London an extraordinarily successful one. 
 

With warm regards. 
  

 
Sincerely yours, 

 
 Richard F. Lockey, MD 
  
Upcoming WAO Scientific Meetings: 
WAO International Scientific Conference (WISC) 
World Allergy Congress (WAC) 2011 
  

  
  
 


